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IV. Whether Diſſenters do not ſtill need, in ſeveral Inſtances, to] 


About the Late 


Occaſional Bil 


Upon Four Heads eſpecially, 
J. Whether all wiſe Nations in the World do preſerve the 


ſame Perſwaſion, in Matters of Religion. 
II. Whether the Admiſſion of any into Imployments, other than 
Sincere Members of a National Church, be conſiſtent with the 
Safety of the Eftabliſh'd Government, | 
III. Whether Occafional Communion with the Church,” and 
abiding Nonconformity, are Contradictions. 


be convinced by the Author, of the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of 
ſuch A Bill, for their own Good. 


By FOHN LACY, 2 
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LONDON: Printed for 7. Robinſon, at the Gelder Lang in 
8 Paul's C hufch yard. 1704. 


Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs in Perſons of one and the 


ö 


4 Laas to S Thmphery Mack- 
worth, concerning his T reatiſe about 
_ the Late Occaſional Bill. 


* 
3 HE declared End o o 30 your late Treatiſe, being to 
convince unhappy Diſſenters, #1 the Uſefulneſs, 
= aud even Nece(ſity, of ſuch 4 as you in it 


recommend, for their own and the publick Good; with 
the Expreſſion of your Thoughts, that gentle Methods, * 
by Reaſon, Arguments, aud good Example, are much 
more proper and likely Maint to win them aver to the 
Church, than Penalties and Puniſhments 5 and above all, 


the candid Aſſurance you have given, of 4 zvourable- 
Acceptation, of a jour Debate with Reaſon and Moderati- 
on, by any who dare own their Principles, and will en- 
deavour to bee, our Differences, have induced this 
Trouble upon you from a Perſon, who highly eſteems 
and owns that eminent Knowledge, Virtue, and true 
Honour, you are known to bear the Character of. 
Tis not without ſome Reluctance, I can allow my 
ſelf co differ from a Gentleman of that Quality ; 
much leſs ought I from ſo il luſtrious an Eſtabliſua 
Church, without a ſenſible Concern ; hut if a diſin- 
tereſted and undeſi igning Atteſtation to Truth, be a 
Duty incumbent on us, to the Father of Intelle- 
* Ctual. Light, we are no longer at Liberty 9 
* — 


*Complements to Men; for to act againſt deliberate 
and. invincible Didates of the Mind, were, what no 
Approbation of Men, could at the — 1 
cuſę to vs, or any ways; gow compenſate, the ſecret 
Afid fllent Joys, Which a lll. acdelting Conti to- 
wards, God, can afford. Theſe are the Prineiples of 
Diſſention I pretend to warrant; and indeed I, know 
of no Clandeſtin& or C6trtipt_ottes there are, tGper- 

{wade any Man to rank himſelf among a Sort of Peo- 

ple, ſo often miiunderſtood, and therefore reproach'd. 

Iis in Behalf of theſe directly, I deſire to intergu 


- 


"with a Carifan Man of Honour as for a 


* 


ſome meaſure to underſtand, nor fo wilful and ſtub- 
born, but they may readily acquieſce in, whatever the 
Author can make out to he, for their own Good; not 
that it can be prudent or allowable for me, to enter 
into the Detail of a Bufinels, now pending, before 
the Noble Aſſemblies of our Legiſlature 3 much leſs 
0. Offer a Defence of the Arguments, lately uſed on 
this;Occafion, by the Right Honourable the Houſe of 
Lords; their Lordſhips are abundantly able to ſup- 
Feu ko if it be judg'd neceſſary and convenient; 
To 


— 4 


"me general Points only, which I conceive not to be 
eſſential 40, fuch a Bill, but which in Behalf of it, 
are alerted 


in Four Treatiſe, are the Subject. and Inten- 
: ion hereof, with a Deſire therein to be corrected, by a 
Judgment, more mature and difcerning than my own. 

Firſt, You have been pleas'd, Sir, to ſay, Al wiſe Ne. 
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-agree at this Day, and bave for many Ages "paſt, to 
reſerve the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs in Per- 
Jons, of one and the ſame Perſuaſon, in Matters of 


Religions 


not ſo ſenſleſs neither, but they may be capab in 


| beſtowed by Particular Lords, are freely, conſerra 
on Epiſcopal Diſſenters; and ſuch, alſa as are in = 


(3) 


Raljgion ; touching which Aﬀertion, having beſtow-- 
ed ſome Thoughts, I find many Exceptions to it 
in the Inſtances (as I conceive), following; the 
United Provinces (though a Popular) are a ſteady 
Government; they have from the firſt continued 8 
Jews, and all Sects of Proteſtants, a Liberty, and to 
the Papiſts a Connivance, without Impeachment; 
hewever, by reaſon of the great Numbers of Na- 
tive and Foreign Papiſts, it has been of FN ul 
ceſſity to them, to confine Places of Magi 

Publick Truſt, to thoſe. only of — 1505 id 
Church; though I cannot: — ik this a compleat 
Parallel to our Caſe, for is there ſuch a Neceſſityf om 
the Papiſts unte us? The being preſent once there at 
any other Worſhjp,. is no Forfeiture; the Limitation 
with them does — deſcend to Places of ſo inferior 
a Nature, as is intended with us; Diſſenters are not 
chargeable with burthenſome Offiees there, or Figey 
able for not ſerving others 3 and in the Army, without 
diſtinction, as well as Miniſterial Offices in the Navy, 
and others, are allowed. As for Scotland at this Dau, 
(a Parallel much nearer to our Government than that 
of Holland) no Sacramental Teſt is at all epjpined, - 


wherefore Offices of Popular Election, or t 


diſpoſal of the Crown. are at Her .Majeſty,s., 
Pleaſure, put into the ſame Hands, and is according 
2 as I undertake to Evidence; if you Command 
Sweden and Dunmari have happily been all along 
— Diviſions in Religion, and afford no Preh 
dent, as yet occurr ta me, ane ſide or other, in this 


Caſe, Muſcovy does ſeveral yy Employ thoſe 
different 


1 
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(65) 
different Religions from that of the State. The King 
of Poland has an Army of Proteſtants in Poland, and 
a Popiſh Governor in Saxony. The Elector Palatine 
4 ſuffers Proteſtants in his Army and Cities to enjoy Com- 
i mands. The King of Pruſſz is a Calviniſt, who Employs 
4 in his Court, and Armies, and otherwiſe, Men of the 
ſame Perſuaſion, though the Lutheran be the Eſta- 
' bliſh'd Church, nay, in ſome Parts of his Domi- 1 
nions, a Popiſh Magiſtracy (as in Cleve) is allowed; 
in moſt of the Free Cities of Germany differing Reli- 
gions are Eſtabliſh'd, with Authorities, either Con- 
$ current or Alternative. The Emperor's Huſſars, and 
good part of his Armies, are Proteſtants. Savoy has 
conſtantly permitted like Priviledge to the Vaudois. 
Venice lately made Count Bannier, a Proteſtant, their 
Captain-General. The (Cantons of Apenzil and Glaris 
are both mixed of Papiſt and Calviniſt. Among the 
Griſons Matters of Religion are dn like Condition. 
As to France, allowing the Quotation of Henry III; 
his Succeſſor Henry IV. (eſteemd in his Meaſures 
wiſer) allowed, by expreſs Article, in the Celebrated 
Ecdlict of Nænis, (which was verified by all the Par- 
2 | laments in the Kingdom) the Proteſtants to enjoy 
| ße Benefit of Offices, in the Camp, Court, and Ju- 
icatures; which Priviledge was alſo continued to 
them, all the Reign of Lewis the XIII. fo far, that the 
Pxince of Conde, the Duke of Bouillion, and Conſta- 
ble Leſdiguiert, each of them at: ſeveral times were in 
high Favour, and Commanded his Armies in Chief: 
Indeed, in the preſent Reign, about Thirty Tears 
agon, the firſt Decree iſſued agaiaſt the Proteſtants; 
was one to fender them incapable: of any Offices in 
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A Second Point you are pleas d to aſſert, is, That 


the Admiſſion of any into Employment e, other than- ſincere 


Members of a National Church, is not conſiſtent with 
the Sefelys of the Eſtabliſh'd Government. Concern- 
ing which, with real deference to your judgment, I 


beg leave to ſay, I cannot however perfectly acqu ieſce, 


for the ſeveral Reaſons enſuing. 1ſt, Becauſe in the 
many Inſtances above-cited, Experience in ſeveral Na- 


tions, does demonſtrate , otherwiſe.  2dly, Becauſe, 
ever ſince the Act of Uniformity, an allowance of 
the ſame, more or leſs to Proteſtants in England, has 
rather further'd our Security againſt the Notorious In- 
triegues of Popery, than it ſelf any ways endan- 


ger d us; whereof it will be eaſie for us, to give Matter 


of Fact in Evidence. 3dly, Becauſe: ſuch a Po- 
ſition, That Diſſenters in Religion, ought to be look d 
upon, diſaffected to the State, does conclude us under 
ſo Melancholy. and Compaſſionable a Caſe, that unle(s 
it appear'd indubitable from Matters of Fact, I am by 
no Means willing to allow it; but in my Opinion Mat- 
ter of Fact in it (elf is otherwiſe 3 for during the 
Reign of . Charles II. there was frequent Jealouſies of 
Popery,, which have been found fince,not groundlels 
but it is undeniable,” that, in thoſe Junctures, the. Diſ- 
ſente rs in general, and among them many. Occaſional 
Conformiſts, did ſtiffly aud conſtantly adhere to the, 
National Intereſt, itlomüch that cheir., Perſecution 
ben atome niſe thence; Under Jame: H. tho! they 
were cajowII'd and encouraged from tt t 

ſtill purſued the National Intereſt, and refulcd.to take, 
Revenge; upon their former Proſecutors but adhered tq, 


the Church in her Diltreſs, and at length, .none mere) 
hearty, in promoting the late ere eee 
| ; Wes Ta Which, 


/ 


rom the Throne, they. 


=: 
which; they have expreſs'd an inconteſtible Affection, 
to the Eſtabliſhment of the Crown; ſo that upon 


the whole, they ſtand now unreproachable in their Alle- 


giance and Fidelity to the Government; and howe-- 
ver their admiſſion into Offices is to be ſecluded, 
they will have this Conſolation to reflect upon, 
that no Mal verſation or Colluſion in them, was- 
charged as the Reaſon: of ſo doing: Athly, As to 
Employments, we ought to diſtinguiſh” thoſe of a 
Puhlick, from thoſe of a more Private Nature; 
touching the former Sort, the Right Honourable the 


Houſe of Lords have declared, That the Teſt Act 


does manifeſtly and indiſputably comprehend, all the- 
conſiderable Offices, and Empfoyments of - Publick: 


Truſt in the Kingdom, in which the Secutity of the 


Government may be concern'd ; taking ſd much 
therefore for granted, left it ſhould be thought, the- 
Diſſenters were contending'for Po er and Dommion:! 
whatever my Private Opimion be, I ſhalt be filent, 
and reſign (as becomes) entirely to the Judgment of 
E : But Here I db avow my Weakneſs- 
to think, that there may be Offices in  Corporation- 


Towns, of ſo Inferior and Private a Nature, that 


though the Poſſeſſion of ſome ſuch, may be compe- 
tent to preſerve to Diſſenters, in ſome degree, a 
aiet and ſecure Cohabitation with their Neighbours 
there; yet thoſe are not ſo: conſiderable, as (ſup- 
poſing even ill Deſigns in the Poſſęſſors) to threa- 
ten Dangers to the State, which I take to be alſo de- 


clared by the Right Hononrable the Houſe" of Eords; 


thoſe Conſequences are not apprehended, from the 
Offices burdenſome of Churchwarden, Conſtable, 


may 


Overſeer and Surveyors, Which, for ' ought I know. 


reveal d Religion) or the Deen and her 
Succeſſors, (nz the Aſſiſtance 


uſe. of the Diſſinters ds Scaffilds de nat themſulots - 


may carry as much Influence in them, as ſeverat 7 
of the beneficial ones, they are excluded from. 


Thirdly, You ſeem, Sir, to-affirm 1 poſitively, That 
Occafirl Communion with the. Chireh, and abiding. 
Nonconformity, are ContradiFons ; on which  Ac- 
count, thoſe who have uſed it cannot in your Opinion 
be allowed, for Conſciencious Diſſenters, but other- 
wiſe are judged, for Tools of Deift and Socinian Po- 
liticians > Men, who for their private Profits would o- 
verturn all Lavs and Cir ne whatfoever x 5 Men, 


who have an Arbitrary, ey 1 Power in their 
e 


Conſciencet; who without can abandon and 
counter-a 1 4 _ che 5 py, on — whone - 
their very Brethren art generally refuſe - 
to entrul for Executors or Gnardians. This indeed, 
Sir, is a heavy Charge, and if it were ſatisfactorily made - 


out, and the great Conteſt in the Nation appear d to + 


me (as it fora to. you) in « Way to be: 'redared to 


this fengle Comtention, whether ſuch © Men 4 #beſe, 
aud thoſe, of what Denomination ſotver, ( #hat are 


"Liberty Conſcience in 1 
e oh their Thoughts aboui the — of - 
of true G of 


the National Church) ſhall 2.4 this Nauion - . 
ſuch a Caſe they ſhall. | never, Sy my Conſent, , 


Conflitntion, and extirpate the- 


. ren our 
2 7 the Diſſen- 


true Chriſtian Religion out of the King dom ʒ 


ters in general will, doubtleſs, ute be Un Courſe, . 
whereby : al the Arts and Frogs. they can n uſe; to - 
c- 


(10 ) 
compaſs thoſe execrable Deſigns, may (I hope) 
fail them. | 

As I am no Ways concern'd in Intereſt, ſo am 
very little diſpoſed, to turn Advocate of any Per- 
ſons, much leſs of any Party, who have done amiſs; if 
the Miniſtry of the late Reign, did mis-behave it, 
the beſt Way (I think) to put them convincingly 
in the Wrong, will be by a more ſecure and quiet 
Adminiſtration, for (as a late. polite . Author has 


well ſaid ) it does not ſo much import the People, | 


by whom, as how, they are govern'd; but as to 
theſe high Affairs, it is not our preſent Buſineſs to inſiſt ; 
T heartily wiſh, the Concluſion - of this War may be, 
a ſtable. Security to the Libertzes of Europe, and to 
the Religion and Government of England in par- 
ticular; in the mean time, I wiſh alſo you may not 
be miſtaken in the Concluſion, that this Bill (if it 


paſſes) will remove the Cauſes of all our Fears, and of 


all our. \ Diviſcons ; for L am truly ignorant of the 
diſmal Injuries here cited, and alſo, of the Perſons 
who have done them, and eſpecially of the Da- 
mage, which ſuch an Occaſional Conformity, as the 
Remedh is propoſed for, has done to the Govern- 
mentam Church or Star. 
ut to the Point in Hand; Occaſional Communi- 


on with the Church (called Conformity) and abiding 


Nonconſormity, are not, in my Opinion, to be eſteem'd 
Contradictions; becauſe ſuch Communion, in the uſe 
oof ii | 
carry with it, an Aſſent and Conſent to the Diſcipline, 
Worſhip-and Rituals, of the Church; ſo much indeed 
s required, and more, to conſtitate.a Miniſterial Con- 


formity, but that the Communion” of Laymen does 


include 


t, canndt be thought neceſſarily to imply and 


the Mattrnoe:Bights for the future; no Man after it 


would have | | 
but when receiving the . Communion, was never in 


of that Communion, had been apprehended to carry 
with it a full Conſent to all Things in the Church, the 


up their om Cauſe, but 
as theſe following. I. 


Lentere have really Practierd it, as a part of the Com- 
munion of Saints, and a Bond of Union to the Body, 


. 4a. 


0 =). Ah 
of the Holy Catholick Church, among whom the 
Writer is not aſhamed'or-afraid to on himſelf — 
and why (pray !) Prejudice aſide,” is it not an 
Gon of Chriſtia Charity? What can be more Au- 
al to aboliſh Parties? And evincing, that he loves 
5g. Men, of what Denomination ſoever? 4. In 

primitive Ages of Chriſtianity they ſay, there was, 
under Variety of Adininiſtiations, an illuſtrious Uni- 
on of Affections; Light and Love were not ſo diſ- 
joined; Humility made them willing, to ſtoop mutu- 
ally to one another; but is the Report hereof to be 
diſow d, or has that One, Uniting, Spirit, the Ccele- 
ſtial Dove, withdrawn from this OS and _ 
ſtate Wotid. 

You ſee, Sir, on what Princiite, —— of the Dit: 
ſenters, have all along, entertained Communion with 
the Church ; and if they are ſuch as deſerve ſevere 
Cenſures, we muſt be content; 1 with the Church of 
Exgland may never have a greater Blemiſn on ity but. 
K any Men, ated by other Motives, have departed 

from their own Profeſſions and avowed Tenets, and 
like hungry s, faſten dupon the Carrion of this - 
World, 0 plead nat for 1 if being in Office, 
they have ene the National ry, or- 
done any of thoſe unwarrantable Things, you have 
imputed to them, by common Conſent, let them be 
Sung overboard ; in the mean time we demur to the 
Truth of thoſe Facts, either in their Motives or Beha-- 
viour, till they are made more evident; 5 and if any 

good Chriſtians, differing from the National Church, 
have communicated upon no other Principles, than 
the abovemention d, thoſe alone we do defend; the 
- Having; 


(13) 

having an Office, does not in it ſelf make them guilty ; 
for at that rate, what Government can be ſafe? _ 

Fourthly, Whereas your Zeal for the Eftabliſh' 

Charch, does from the very Principles thereof, rather en- 
creaſe than diminiſh your Charity to Diſſenters ; and 
the End of your Treatiſe is, to Convince them, of the 
Uſefulneſs, nay, even Neceſſity, of ſuch a Bill, for 
their own, as well as the Publick Good; but Hypocri- 
fie is fo nauſeous a thing, in the fight of God or 
Man, that I may well , pardon'd, in requeſting 
further your Satisfaction, in ſome Doubts, touching 
particular Articles in that Bill, you Plead for : Firſt, 
Whether an Injunction of more frequent Commu- 
nion, and Pious Attendance on the Publick Wor- 
ſhip, or a Declaration of Aſſent and Conſent to all 
things, in the Diſcipline and Rubrick of the Church, 
might not be ſufficient to preſerve Publick Offices 
in the Hands of her Members? For if ſo, then a 
Teſt of the utmoſt Averſion to Unhappy Difſen- 
ters, would be a needleſs Brand of Reproach upon 
them. adly, Whether exempting Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters from burthenſome Offices, were a kindneſs 
to them, dangerous in any Sort, to the Peace of 
Church and State > For ſuch Exemption may be 
limitted to thoſe, who openly Diſſented, before the 
Bill take. Place; and indeed this Indulgence in it 
would ſeem reaſonable, becauſe they are thereby 
deprived of what was enjoyed by Law before, as. 
appears at large, in the Caſe of Diſſenters, by this 
Bill, lately Publiſh'd ; befides, the Office of Church- 
Warden ſeems incoherent, with the Intention of 
the Bill, becauſe it poſitively requires an Occaſionał 
Conformity, which that _— to prevent; W 
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che Office of Conſtable might very well be excuſed, 


(14) 


ſince you ſay, The Law ought to tale Care, 


that thoſe Perſons may not be entraſted, with the Exe- 
cution of the Laws, whoſe Intereſt (you judge) it is, to 


defeat and deſtroy "ther. 3dly, Whether Difſenters 
will be Fineable, for not ſerving in Offices, the Bill 


would render them uncapable of? For doubtleſs, all 


the World will judge this hard, and themlel ves 
would account it Perſecution, becaule it is a Penalty 
for doing, what their Conſcience obliges to. 4thly, 
Whether there be not other Occaſional Conformiſts, 
who may poſſibly prove, as dangerous to the State, as 


the Abdicated ones, who are not provided againſt in 


this Bill? For Example, thoſe who quitted Commu- 
nion with the Church upon the Grand Revolution, 
and have paid double Taxes, rather than own the Right 


of it? Whether theſe ought! to be allowed Offices, with- 


out open Renouncing their pernicious Maxims, of 
Paſſide Obedience and Non- 22 ? There may be 
alſo Deiſts and Sociniant, who being a Sort of People 
liable to Temptation, from Temporal Emoluments, as 
well as the Difſenter, they may be glad ſtill Cor gu Nude 

I know) to ſhrowd themſelves too, among the 
Chriſtians of the National Church. And laſtly, There 
may be ſome Prophane Deſpiſers of all N 
Natural or Revealed, who call it all but Hypocriſie, 


Men who make their Belly their God, and Glory in 


ther Shame ; theſe perhaps may regard no more the. . 
Godly Church-man than Diſſenter, but will venture 


to confound them both, (without Diſtigction) for a, 
parcel of Phanatical and Sneaking Curts. ;Now, 


tis great pity, Sir, is it not? That any of thele Oc--. 
cafional Couformiſts, ſhould be ſuffer d llill within the 
Temple, 


ſee a Sett of Magiſtrates and Acer riſe up, who will 
be a Terror to all Evil Doers; Men who will be living 


(15) 
Temple, to defile that Holy Place, after the Grand 
Abomination Is purged away, unleſs they can be ex- 
cuſed as not Taxable, with that vile Sin of Hypocri- 
fie, but take the Sacrament, as Common Jury-men 
an Oath, not caring what it is ? 5 
Having thus finiſh'd, what is proper on theſe Heads; 
Ido aſſure you, Sir, there can be no greater Satiſ- 
faction to me, from the Things of this World, than to 


Ornaments, of ſo Illuſtrious a Church; Men who 
Correct the publick Vices of later Times ; who will la 
Foundations of Security to this Government for 
ny Generations; whoſe Vigilant and Sagacious Admi- 
niſtration, ſhall conſtantly countermine the Intriegues 
of France; whoſe effectual fervent Prayers, bal 


Contribute with their Swords, to Defeat the Enemy; 


in all which, I am ſure, we are perfectly agreed, and 


therefore I beg your Permiſſion, to conclude with the 
Memorable Words of your Preface ; that my deſire 
is the ſame (as yours in writing was) not to keep np, 
but reconcile, our Differences, not to promote Parties 
and Fattions, but Peace and Unity, nor for the ſake of 
any Private End or Intereſt whatſoever (having never 
had any Place) but for the ſake of Truth, and for the 
General Good of our Native Country; on which account 
I hope, for your Favourable Acceptation hereof, it 
being very much in my deſire, to be without any Re- 


ſerve, | SI R, 


Your Servant 
Bloemsbury, December, 
the 6th. 1703. at Command, 
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